Date

Dear <<name>>, 

We are writing to bring your attention to a project for streamlining ethics review of Canadian multi-centre pandemic influenza research involving humans. The purpose of this project is to streamline ethics review of these multi-site studies through the rapid sharing of information among participating research ethics boards (REBs) using a secure web-based collaboration centre.
More specifically, this project responds to the expressed need of researchers and REBs for a rapid and robust ethics review process that can be employed during an influenza pandemic or other public health emergency. It builds upon and complements existing processes; and remains consistent with the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans principle of “proportionate review”. It is designed to facilitate independent scientific and ethical review of research protocols, and to encourage the acceptance of forms and information sharing among REBs – including the sharing of recommendations and decisions.  The objectives are to develop a short-term plan for responding to the current H1N1 influenza pandemic, and then to follow up with the development of a longer term solution.  
This project grew out of the concern and interest of colleagues who decided to work collaboratively to address what they saw as an opportunity to advance research ethics during public health emergencies. The project Steering Committee has been working since summer 2009 on this project, with support from the Public Health Agency of Canada. We are pleased to send you the following information:
· A PowerPoint presentation briefly explaining the process;
· A flow chart outlining the process;
· A list of project Steering Committee members, including REB Chairs and Administrators, researchers, academics and other experts from federal bodies (included in the PowerPoint). 
The Facilitation Team invites you to share the attached information with your colleagues. If you require further information, you are invited to contact the project Facilitation Team:
Streamlining Ethics Review of Multi-centre Pandemic Influenza Research 

Pilot Project Facilitation Team

C/O Louise Yazdani
Public Health Law and Ethics Program

Office of Public Health Practice

Public Health Agency of Canada

120 Colonnade Ave., AL 6701A

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0K9

Tel: (613) 960-5610

Cell: (613) 220-1054

Fax: (613) 952-3196

E-mail: Louise_Yazdani@phac-aspc.gc.ca
Best regards,

<<name>>
<<institutional affiliation>>
Attachments:

PowerPoint presentation

Streamlined Ethics Review - Process Flow Chart

Streamlined Ethics Review - Process Overview

